
TO THF 



RIGHT HONOURABLE 



Sir 'JofephWilliamfon, Knight, 



PR INT1PA T. 



S EC R E T A R Y of S TAT E. 



»^ A Jlv, 

\Aving begun this New Century of the Philofo- 
phical Tranfadtions near the time that your 
Merits raifed you to that eminent place you 
are now poffejfed of ; and confidcring alfo the 
fteddy inclinations, you do on all occafons ex- 
frejs to advance the Ingenuous Arts: For 
thefe and other good rejpctls , / hold my felf 
obliged to prefent you with the firji Volume of thefi my new 
beginnings. In which Volume 1 adventure to mention fugge- 

8 (lions 




The Epiftle Dedicatory, 

Jiions pretending the Improvements of England by Agriculture 
and Trade ; by ? Difciplme and lndufiry ; by Conduit and Manu- 
factures* 

The Rural Arts were the ferious bufinefis, and the mature]}, 
if not the Majkr-piece cflearu'dVano; and they founded the 
Roman Empire, fupporting hardy Valour, and drawing the 
wheels 0/ triumphant Grandeur. Thefe adorned the famous Penfil 
Garden of the fir ft Monarchy >, andthjy enlarged the Spicy Groves 
audfpacious Orchards of the Medes and Perfians ; as Trade and 
Navigation rat fed the great eH Cities, Wealth and Magnificence 
of all former and later Ages, And the Mzthzamicks performed 
all the true wonders in the Ages of wonder, both in the Eaji 
and PVeft, as far as the Sun does travel. 

Of thefe Tropo fals there are feme fo manifefily and generally 
beneficial, Jo well tryed, or allowed, and encouraged by our ex- 
prefis Laws, that they gave me the confidence to recommend them 
to the Generous. In this rank, I conceive, are f The ff reading of 
praBical Mat hematic ks in all our Trade -towns and Torts ; the 
making great Rivers navigable, to increafe Trade ; the Fijhery 
and Navigation ; the fever at ways of fertilizing barren Lands, 
and of cultivating wafie Grounds*, the draining Bogues and in* 
feflious Fens, to render the Air whole feme in all the Neighbour- 
hood, be fides other Commodities proceeding from thence ; the re- 
covering the ancient reputation of our main Staple trade by the 
be ft kinds of 'Drapery and other Expedients ; the increafing our 
Linnen-trade ; the reducing our numbers of idle per fens and va- 
grants to work for their own relief and the public k good*, the 
making of Latton, and other cur ions works in lron,Tin, Copper, 
and other Metals, which our own Mines afford \ the making Salt 
and Salt -peter of our own at home, and enough for our own occ a fel- 
ons ; the making of fine Taper ; the raifeng cfNurferies of Fruit- 
trees and Gardens of rare and exotic Vegetables, as far as cur 
Soil and Climate will entertain them • to fhelter, enrich and 
embeUijh all fair Manfions and Towns (chiefly our famous Uni- 
ver flies, for an Exemplar to the reft,) with Groves of Fruit and. 
Mulberry* trees, and fragrant Evergreens. JVhatfoever does ap- 
parently conduce to the Health, Strength, Topuloufncfs and IV el- 
fur e of thefe his Majefiies Kingdoms, fetch Tropo fills I fir up le not 
to recommend and endear to all that have hearty afieiltous for 
their Native Country and their own Tatrimony. Other Over- 
tures which are out of my Sphere, I refer to a higher Experience ; 
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my Station and my Inclinations engaging me only to urge the for e- 
mentiojtd and the like concerns, ^Opon which account, Sir, I a /Jo 
fir up /e not to follicite the continuance of your favour 'to advance 
the "Dtfigns oftheRoyz] Society, according to his Majejlies Inten- 
tions exprcji in the Royal Charter, in regard of the great and many 
opportunities, that zvill offer t hem fe Ives into your hands, both by 
foreign Negotiations, and dome (lick Concernments. 

By the Experience of late Tears we have grounds to hope, 
That, while our Englijh Nobility and Gentlemen are pleased to 
bring home ufe Jul Arts and ingenious c Difcoveries of Nature from 
their Travels-, the largenefs of our Commerce abroad, and the 
growth of Arts at home, and the Objh vat ions of judicious An- 
tiquaries will be a thre fold advantage for the reputation and 
benefit o( England, and cafl an acceptable and obliging ajpetl 
over all his Majefties 'Dominions. 

The mo Ft difficult and curious farts ofThyfiology and Geome- 
try, of Optic ks and AJlrouomy, have grown in England, and in 
the chief places ofChriJiendom, in few years fajter thanfome an- 
tra ft able men are willing they Jhould grow. And thefe Abjtru- 
Jities give good Sat isf a ft ion and fincere "Delight to the deeply 
Intelligent and truly lira fin able. On the other hand, rural Di- 
ligence and Trade bring in to the Multitude a fenfible Reward, 
with numberlefs varieties of Emoluments and Accommodations : 
In thefe alfo there hath fimething been lately done among us. 
In Scotland alfo they begin, on one hand, to ere ft Aftronomical 
Obfirvatories, and on the other, to call for Dutch Gar diners 
and Nurfenes about their chirf Cities and Univerf ties, And 
Ireland fhahs off * her prijiin lazinefs, being now bufy in provi- 
ding fine Linen for them (elves, Sails and Rigging for Ships, for 
Commerce, and j or th«ir Fijhery; :n tilling more Land, and in 
turning their moffy Grounds into Gardens of 'Potatoes. The very 
IVildernefs of New England is, on a fudden, become a fruitful 
Orchard, fenced with Ships of their own building, and bordered 




forth 
fh 

ma^e inferences ieaar;g to further Advantage 
am full of hopes, I /hall not mifs of my hone ft aim, by what 
hath already appeared from yon in the fair Buildings 0/ Queens 
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College /// Oxford, with other con Jider able Monuments \ which 
will be permanent Records of your Generojity towards the encou- 
ragement of Learnings Arts and Sciences : So that I Jhall not 
need to run out into more prolixity, than only to fubferibe my 
fe If what really I am, 



SIR, 



Your very humble 



and faithful 



Servant, 



Henry Oldenburg, S. R. S. 



